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DETAILED ACTION 



Withdrawal of Finality 

1. Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office 
action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
2. The indicated allowability of claims 12-15, 17-19, 26-29 and 31-33 are withdrawn in 
view of the newly discovered reference(s). Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) 
follow. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



3. Claims 1, 2, 4, 7, 9-15, 17-20, 26 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kloba et al. U.S. Pat. No, 6,341,316. 
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4. As to claim 1, Kloba et al. teach method, wherein the method comprises: 

receiving device configuration information from a user (item 160B, Fig. 1C; Column 14, 
lines 20-35, user identifies channel information he wishes to have on portable device, item 106, 
fig. 1 A, the channel information here is equated to the configuration information; once the user 
identifies channel information on the device, the server receives this information); 

storing the device configuration information into an online database (item 126, Fig. IB; 
Column 8, lines 38-61, database 126 maintains/stores channel information of the user, 
". . .database modules 126 maintains information relevant to the clients. .database module 
126 manages information on the collection of channels..."); 

receiving a synchronization request from an electronic device that is to be configured in 
accordance with the configuration information (item 160C, Fig. 1C and item 170A, Fig. 1H1 
show client sending a request for synchronization and server receiving request, the request 
causing channel information to be synchronized); 

providing device configuration information from the database to the electronic device in 
response to the synchronization request (160D, fig. 1C, server having the database, item 126, 
gathers channels and sends to device upon synchronization request, element 160C; channels 
being the configuration information the user specifies); and 

wherein the synchronization request further includes an indication of whether any 
configuration changes have been made on the electronic device since a previous synchronization 
(item 180B-C, Fig. 1M shows that any change, e.g., an addition of a channel by the user to the 
portable electronic device will be noted and synchronized upon the next synchronization 
request). 
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5. As to claim 2, Kloba et al. teach, wherein the electronic device is designed for residential 
use (Fig. IV). 

6. As to claim 4, Kloba et al. teach method, wherein the electronic device is one of a set 
consisting of; alarm clocks, answering machines, audio electronics, multimedia electronics (a 
computer or data processing unit; fig. 1B1), home management systems, security systems and 
sprinkler systems. 

7. As to claim 7, Kloba et al. teach, wherein the synchronization request includes a serial 
number of the electronic device (client identifiers; item 176D; fig. IK). 

8. As to claim 9, Kloba et al. teach method, wherein the synchronization request further 
includes any configuration changes that have been made on the electronic device since a 
previous synchronization ( item 180B-C, Fig. 1M). 

9. As to claim 10, Kloba et al. teach method, further comprising: 

after receiving any configuration changes from the electronic device, updating the 
configuration information of the device in the database (item 126, Fig. IB, databases are updated 
based on changes to the channels; Column 8, lines 38-61 state database managing information of 
the channels). 
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10. As to claim 11, Kloba et al. teach method, wherein if any configuration changes from the 
electronic device conflict with configuration information provided by the user since the previous 
synchronization, priority is given to whichever changes were most recently made (item 1700; fig. 
1H1). 

11. As to claim 12, Kloba et al. teach method, wherein the method comprises: 

receiving device configuration information from a user (item 160B, Fig. 1C; Column 14, 
lines 20-35, user identifies channel information he wishes to have on portable device, item 106, 
fig. 1 A, the channel information here is equated to the configuration information; once the user 
identifies channel information on the device, the server receives this information); 

storing the device configuration information into an online database (item 126, Fig. IB; 
Column 8, lines 38-61, database 126 maintains/stores channel information of the user, 
".. .database modules 126 maintains information relevant to the clients. . .", ". . .database module 
126 manages information on the collection of channels..."); 

providing device configuration information from the database to the electronic device 
(160C, fig. 1C, 1Z; server having the database, item 126, gathers channels and sends to device 
upon synchronization request, element 160C; channels being the configuration information the 
user specifies); 

periodically servicing an account associated with the electronic device (fig. 31; Fig. IT, 
shows the ability to set recurring, e.g., hourly/daily synchronization), 
wherein the servicing includes: 
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determining if alternate resources are enabled, and if so, updating the device 
configuration information in the online database in accordance with information obtained from 
the alternate resources (fig. 31; fig. 21, fig. 25; alternate resources, for example, are shown in 
Fig. 31, as link depth, whether to include images, etc.). 

12. As to claim 13, Kloba et al. teach method, wherein the alternate resources include one of 
the set consisting of: news subscriptions, weather, personalized traffic information, financial 
markets, financial portfolio information, and television listings (fig. 25). 

13. As to claim 14, Kloba et al. teach method, wherein, said act of updating the device 
configuration information includes changing a configuration value previously set by the user 
(Fig.31,lZ). 

14. As to claim 15, Kloba et al. teach method, wherein the configuration value is a wakeup 
time (since it can be set by the options in fig. 31 and 32). 

15. As to claim 17, Kloba et al. teach method, wherein the method comprises: 
receiving an initial communication from the electronic device (item 160B, Fig. 1C; 

Column 14, lines 20-35, user identifies channel information he wishes to have on portable 
device, item 106, fig. 1A, the channel information here is equated to the configuration 
information; once the user identifies channel information on the device, the server receives this 
information); 
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creating an account in the online database associated with the electronic device (item 126, 
Fig. IB; Column 8, lines 38-61, database 126 maintains/stores channel information of the user, 
". . .database modules 126 maintains information relevant to the clients. . .", . .database module 
126 manages information on the collection of channels. . ."); 

receiving device configuration information from a user after said acts of receiving an 
initial communication and creating an account (item 164C, fig. IE; fig. 31; item 160B, Fig. 1C; 
Column 14, lines 20-35, user identifies channel information he wishes to have on portable 
device, item 106, fig. 1 A, the channel information here is equated to the configuration 
information; once the user identifies channel information on the device, the server receives this 
information); 

storing the device configuration information into an online database (item 126, Fig. IB; 
Column 8, lines 38-61, database 126 maintains/stores channel information of the user, 
". . .database modules 126 maintains information relevant to the clients. . .", . .database module 
126 manages information on the collection of channels. . ."); and 

providing device configuration information from the database to the electronic device 
(160C, fig. 1C, 1Z; server having the database, item 126, gathers channels and sends to device 
upon synchronization request, element 160C; channels being the configuration information the 
user specifies) 

16. As to claims 18 and 19, Kloba et al. teach method, wherein, the initial communication 
includes a device serial number and an initial password (item 1760, fig. IK; fig. 29). 
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17. As to claim 20, Kloba et al. teach system comprises: 
a network (Fig. IV); 

one or more servers coupled to the network and configured to provide an online service, 
wherein the service includes: 

providing a web page interface featuring a home page for an electronic device owned by 
a user (fig. 31; shows location indicating the address of a web page); 

receiving device configuration information from the user via the interface (item 164C, 
fig. IE; fig. 31; Column 14, lines 20-35, user identifies channel information he wishes to have on 
portable device, item 106, fig. 1A, the channel information here is equated to the configuration 
information; once the user identifies channel information on the device, the server receives this 
information); 

storing the device configuration information into an online database (fig. 126, Fig. IB; 
Column 8, lines 38-61, database 126 maintains/stores channel information of the user, 

. .database modules 126 maintains information relevant to the clients. . .", ". . .database module 
126 manages information on the collection of channels. . ."); 

receiving a synchronization request from the electronic device (item 172D/172E, Fig. 
Ill; item 160C, Fig. 1C and item 170A, Fig. 1H1 show client sending a request for 
synchronization and server receiving request, the request causing channel information to be 
synchronized); and 
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providing device configuration information from the database to the electronic device in 
response to the synchronization request (item 160C, fig. 1C, 1Z; server having the database, item 
126, gathers channels and sends to device upon synchronization request, element 160C; channels 
being the configuration information the user specifies); 

wherein the synchronization request includes a serial number of the electronic device 
(176D, fig. IK) and further includes any configuration changes that have been made on the 
electronic device since a previous synchronization (fig. 1Z; fig. 31; item 180B-C, Fig. 1M shows 
that any change, e.g., an addition of a channel by the user to the portable electronic device will 
be noted and synchronized upon the next synchronization request). 

18. As to claim 26, Kloba et al. teach system comprises: 
a network (Fig. IV); 

one or more servers coupled to the network and configured to provide an online service, 
wherein the service includes: 

providing a web page interface featuring a home page for an electronic device owned by 
a user (fig. 31; shows location indicating the address of a web page); 

receiving device configuration information from the user via the interface (164C, fig. IE; 
fig. 31; Column 14, lines 20-35, user identifies channel information he wishes to have on 
portable device, item 106, fig. 1 A, the channel information here is equated to the configuration 
information; once the user identifies channel information on the device, the server receives this 
information); 
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storing the device configuration information into an online database (fig. 126, Fig. IB; 
Column 8, lines 38-61, database 126 maintains/stores channel information of the user, 

. .database modules 126 maintains information relevant to the clients. .database module 
126 manages information on the collection of channels. . ."); 

providing device configuration information from the database to the electronic device 
(item 160C, fig. 1C, 1Z; server having the database, item 126, gathers channels and sends to 
device upon synchronization request, element 160C; channels being the configuration 
information the user specifies); and 

periodically servicing an account associated with the electronic device, wherein the 
servicing includes determining if alternate resources are enabled, and if so, updating the device 
configuration information in the online database in accordance with information obtained from 
the alternate resources (fig. 31; shows the ability to set recurring, e.g., hourly/daily 
synchronization fig. 25; alternate resources, for example, are shown in Fig. 31, as link depth, 
whether to include images, etc). 
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19. As to claim 31, Kloba et al. teach system comprises: 
a network (Fig. IV); 

one or more servers coupled to the network and configured to provide an online service, 
wherein the service includes: 

receiving an initial communication from the electronic device (items 160A, 160B and 
160C; Fig. 1C; item 160B, Fig. 1C; Column 14, lines 20-35, user identifies channel information 
he wishes to have on portable device, item 106, fig. 1 A, the channel information here is equated 
to the configuration information; once the user identifies channel information on the device, the 
server receives this information); 

creating an account in the online database associated with the electronic device (item 126, 
Fig. IB; Column 8, lines 38-61, database 126 maintains/stores channel information of the user, 
. .database modules 126 maintains information relevant to the clients. .database module 
126 manages information on the collection of channels. . ."). 

providing a web page interface featuring a home page for an electronic device owned by 
a user (fig. 31; fig. 31; shows location indicating the address of a web page); 

receiving device configuration information from the user via the interface after said 
receiving an initial communication and creating an account item (164C, fig. IE; fig. 31; Column 
14, lines 20-35, user identifies channel information he wishes to have on portable device, item 
106, fig. 1 A, the channel information here is equated to the configuration information; once the 
user identifies channel information on the device, the server receives this information); 
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storing the device configuration information into an online database (fig. 126, Fig. IB; 
Column 8, lines 38-61, database 126 maintains/stores channel information of the user, 
". . .database modules 126 maintains information relevant to the clients. - database module 
126 manages information on the collection of channels. . ."); and 

providing device configuration information from the database to the electronic device 
item (160C, fig. 1C, 1Z; server having the.database, item 126, gathers channels and sends to 
device upon synchronization request, element 160C; channels being the configuration 
information the user specifies). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



20. Claims 3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kloba et 
al. U.S. Pat. No. 6, 341,316 in view of Cheng US 2001/0032273. 
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21. As to claims 3 and 5, Kloba et al. do not teach a digital audio recorder and a white good. 
However, Cheng teaches a digital audio recorder (AV device; page 1, paragraph 0005) 

and a white good (home applicances; page 1, paragraph 0005). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to combine the teachings of 
Kloba et al. and Cheng because that would provide seamless interoperability among home 
entertainment products; and would provide consumer electronics and home appliances to 
communicate with each other (page 1, paragraph 0005). 

22. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kloba et al. U.S. 
Pat. No. 6,341,316 in view of Yamaura et al. U.S. Pat. No. 6,192,372. 

23. As to claim 16, Kloba et al. do not teach wherein configuration information includes song 
playlists. 

However, Yamaura et al. teach wherein configuration information includes song playlists 
(col. 7, lines 1-6). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to combine the teachings of Kloba et al. and Yamaura et al. because that would 
provide simple and ease-of-operation of music performance configuration data selection (col. 1, 
lines 38-51). 

24. Claim 21 is similar in limitations as claims 3. Kloba et al. and Cheng in combination 
teach method as set forth in claims 3. Therefore, Kloba et al. and Cheng in combination also 
teach system as set forth in claim 21. 
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25. Claim 22 is similar in limitations as claim 4. Kloba et al. teach method as set forth in 
claim 4. Therefore, Kloba et al. also teach system as set forth in claim 22. 

26. Claims 27-29 are similar in limitations as claims 13-15. Kloba et al. teach method as set 
forth in claims 13-15. Therefore, Kloba et al. also teach system as set forth in claims 27-29. 

27. Claim 30 is similar in limitation as claim 16. Kloba et al. and Yamaura et al. in 
combination teach method as set forth in claim 16. Therefore, Kloba et al. and Yamaura et al. in 
combination also teach system as set forth in claim 30. 

28. Claims 32 and 33 are similar in limitations as claims 18 and 19. Kloba et al. teach 
method as set forth in claims 18 and 19. Therefore, Kloba et al. also teach system as set forth in 
claims 32 and 33. 

Response to Arguments 

29. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5,7,9-22 and 26-33 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new groimd(s) of rejection. 
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30. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mohammad O. Farooq whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4144. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Huynh can be reached on (571) 272-4147. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Mohammad O. Farooq 



